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the normals, we have the following values of observation-com¬ 
putation. 

u // // II It // // // 

8R.A. + 2-3 -2*3 —i-8 -0-8 -3*1 +4-8 +3-8 —-158 

Dec. +3’6 ~o*3 -3*9 -0*4 +1*9 +2*6 + 3*4 4- 5-4 

The probable error of one of the constants of the equations of 
condition of fche weight 1 is found 3' /, i8, and on the whole the 
observations seem satisfactorily represented. 

The ecliptic elements are finally: — 

d d h m i 

T = July 31-0952 = July 31 2 17 

c t ■■ // 

&=#ioi 30 II 
7 T = l 60 38 50 

i = 74 12 23 
l°g 7 = 9 - 955 o 6 i 4 
c = 0*9979 


j Brooks's Ccfrnet. By J. I. Plummer, M.A. 

Some recent observations which 1 have made of the two 
portions of Brooks’s Comet seem to point to even greater interest 
than the actual division of the comet may have caused. The 
only fragment of the main body which I have been able to see at 
Orwell Park is the intermediate one of the three illustrated in 
the Astronomische Nachrichten ,. No. 2922, from the Vienna 
observations. During the month of September I succeeded in 
making eight sets of comparisons between the main body and 
this fragment which show a gradual increase in the distance both 
in R.A. and declination, but the rate of movement of separation 
was distinctly slower than in the previous month. Later I 
succeeded in making four similar sets; of comparisons between 
October 17 and October 24, at which times I found that the 
fragment had greatly diminished in lustre relatively to the main 
comet, and also that the differences of R.A. and declination had 
certainly lessened, indicating an actual motion of approach. I 
should be very glad to have this fact verified by other observers, 
and as it appears probable that after the present bright moon¬ 
light the light will be still less, I would suggest that the 
matter is of sufficient interest to induce the possessors of large 
telescopes to pay attention to this come 5 without delay. I would 
add that it would appear that the period at which the greatest 
divergence took place is that of perihelion passage, i.e. Sep¬ 
tember 26. The observations to which I have referred will b€ 
published in due course. 

1889, November 8. 
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